
 

The County 
Fair  

The Calaveras County Fair 
& Jumping Frog Jubilee is 
one of the longest running 
events in the State of 
California. Its earliest 
roots date back to 1893, 
held that year in 
Copperopolis, the fair 
eventually found a 
permanent home outside 
of Angels Camp. In the 
spirit of the old movie 
classic "State Fair," the 
Calaveras County Fair is a 
blend of entertainment, 
exhibits, livestock, arena 
events, great food and our 
signature event, the Frog 
Jump. This piece of 

Americana will have you 
leaping to return year 
after year. 

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY 
FROG JUMP!. 

 

Hop of Fame 
  
In the small historical town of 
Angels Camp, visitors can 
view the “Frog Hop of Fame.” 
Every winner has a bronze 
plaque located in the side-
walks of historical downtown.  
 
International Grand Finals  
The top 50 frogs annually qualify 
for the International Frog Jump 
Grand Finals, which are held on 
Sunday afternoon of the Jubilee. 
The current worlds record was set 
in 1986 by Rosie the Ribiter. Rosie 
jumped 21’ 5 3/4”. Today, the 
cash prize for breaking the world’s 

record is $5,000.  
 
 

 

frogtown.org … 209.736.2561 

Sponsored by Wintercreek Ranch 

       

Justin Fasano 2017 Champion 



The Frog Jump of 
1865—The Legend 

  It was the summer of 1865 
and Calaveras County was a 
booming, roaring, mining 
frontier camp. The roads were 
bad and travel was slow, and 
so the miners did not go far 
for amusement. This was the 
setting for Mark Twain’s first 
published work, “The 
Celebrated Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County” — the 
story of a gambler named Jim 
Smiley. Jim, a miner and 
gambler, paraded the streets 
with a basket under his arm, 
boasting about the ability of a 
certain frog. The local 
gambling houses, taverns and 
their proprietors all were 
acquainted with Jim’s tales. 
About this time, two slickers 
from New York arrived in town 
just ahead of an arrest 
warrant. They made their 
rounds to the gambling halls 
and such. On one of those 
occasions they had the fortune 
of meeting Jim Smiley and 
were subject to Jim’s boasting.   
The New Yorkers poked and 
prodded at Jim until a contest 
a wager ensued. 

    Riley Kitchell 2015 Champion 

World Record Holders  
 
1986 - Lee Giudici –World Champion  
Frog-“Rosie the Ribiter - 21’ 5 3/4”  
1984-Janet Seiber  
Frog-“Weird Harold “-21’ 1 1/2”  
1983-Bruce Hamilton  
Frog-“Johnny Jumper”-20’ 3 3/8 “  
1976-Denny Matasci  
Frog-“E Davey Croakett– 20’ 3”  
1966 –Proctor & Ha  
Frog- “Ripple” - 19’ 3 1/8”  
1964-Proctor & Ha  
Frog- Rusty—17’ 1 1/8”  
1953-Roy Weimer  
Frog- “Can’t Take It”-16’10”  
1944-Merlin Fisher  
Frog- “Maggie” -16’ 2”  
1938-Eddie Robinson  
Frog- “Zip”- 15’ 10”  
1937—W.G. Daniels  
Frog- “Emmett Dalton”-13’ 5”  
1930 - Louis R. Fischer  
Frog- "Pride of San Joaquin"- 12' 10"  
1929-O. Elliott  
Frog- “Hooligan” – 4’  
1928 - Louis R. Fischer  
Frog-"Pride of San Joaquin" 3' 9"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riley Kitchell 2015 Champion 

 
Old Jim was easily distracted and 
left his prize frog, Dan’l Webster, in 
the care of the strangers who 
quietly filled Jim’s frog with buck 
shot. So you can guess the rest: 
the city slickers’ frog out-jumped 
poor Dan’l, and Jim lost $ 40 in 
gold. Mark Twain, an up-and-
coming American humorist who 
lived just across the Stanislaus 
River at Jackass Hill, was a 
frequent visitor to the Calaveras 
County mining camps.  
 
Local legend has it that he heard 
the tall tale from Ross Coon, the 
proprietor of the Angels Hotel. 
Some believe Twain was 
encouraged by Greek Mythology. 
Whatever the inspiration, Mark 
Twain inspired an 90-year-old 
tradition, the Calaveras County Fair 
& Jumping Frog Jubilee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Morgan Kitchell 2016 Champion 


